IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRICT OF VIRG NI A
ALEXANDRI A DI VI SI ON

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA )
)
V. ) Crimnal No. 01-455-A
)
ZACARI AS MOUSSAQUI )
alk/a “Shaqil,” )
a/k/a “Abu Khalid )
al Sahraw ,” )
)
Def endant . )
ORDER

Before the Court is the Intervenors’ Mtion for Access to
Certain Portions of the Record (“Intervenors’ Mtion”), to which
both the United States and standby defense counsel have
responded.! Because the parties now agree that nunerous
pl eadi ngs and orders previously filed under seal may be placed in
the public record, the Intervenors’ Mtion is GRANTED in part;
and it is hereby

ORDERED t hat the pleadings and orders docketed as #s 614,

620 (w thout Attachnent A),? 657, 664, 673, 676, 679, 692, 708

1 Al though M. Moussaoui has not filed a formal response to
the Intervenors’ Mdtion, he has consistently conplai ned about the
excessi ve sealing of pleadings and orders in this case.

2 Attachment A will remmin under seal because it is an ex
parte subm ssion by standby defense counsel which reflects
def ense strategy.



(without Attachnents),® 724 (redacted),* 759, 772 (redacted),?®
773, 775, 776, 777, 779 and 780 be and are unseal ed.

The United States has indicated that it would not oppose
pl aci ng pl eading #s 688 and 715 in the public record if it were
permtted to make additional redactions to accommodate nati onal
security considerations. Finding this request to be reasonabl e,
it is further

ORDERED that the United States submt properly redacted
versions of pleading #s 688 and 715 to the Cerk of Court by
Friday, May 9, 2003.

The remai nder of the Intervenors’ Mdtion remains under
review. After considering the parties’ positions regarding the
propriety of placing additional pleadings, orders and transcripts
in the public record, the Court will determ ne whether, and to
what extent, additional docunents may be unsealed. At this tineg,

the Court does not find that oral argunent would be of assistance

8 Pursuant to the Court’s Order of Cctober 7, 2002, standby
counsel filed photographs and a video tape of M. Mbussaoui’s
cell and workroom under seal with the Oerk of Court as
attachments to their filing docketed as #708. For security
reasons, the photographs and video tape will remain under seal.

4 Thi s pl eadi ng has been redacted to accombdat e nati onal
security considerations.

> Pursuant to the Court’s Order of Septenber 27, 2002, the
United States proposed redactions to this pro se pleading. The
Court finds that nost, but not all, of the proposed redactions
strike the proper bal ance between the public’'s right to access
records in crimnal cases and the United States’ legitimate
concerns about the defendant’s ability to use his pleadings
i nappropriately to communicate with the outside world.
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in deciding any of the issues raised in the Intervenors’ Motion.

The Cerk is directed to forward copies of this Order to the
defendant, pro se; counsel for the United States; standby defense
counsel ; and counsel for the Intervenors.

Entered this 6th day of My, 2003.

/s/

Leonie M Brinkema
United States District Judge
Al exandria, Virginia



